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Batumi Declaration
Adopted unanimously in Batumi, Ajara a.R., on 6 April 2011

We, representatives of the Black Searegions,

- Conscious of the de facto solidarities that we share,

- Conscious of the ecological problems that characterise the Black Sea and its Basin,

- Conscious of the major geostrategic role played by the Black Searegion, going far beyond the
Six riparian states and embracing Eastern Europe and the Balkans, the eastern Mediterranean, the
Caucasus and the Caspian area,

- Conscious of the importance, for stability and peace throughout Europe, of maintaining and
developing dialogue and joint projects between the Black Sea actors,

- Convinced that, in the face of difficulties resulting from history and the tensions remaining in
this area, this dialogue can only be effectively taken forward through the increasing involvement of
infra-national actors, primarily from the local and regional authorities, and civil society,

- United among the Member States of the Council of Europe, first European organisation which
fostered cross-border and interregional cooperation and established the Black Sea Euroregion as a
common space for dialogue and synergies between local and regional authorities,

issue the following appeal to all the European decision-makers, representatives of the Member States of
the European Union, members of the European Parliament and the European Commission:

1- Alongside diplomatic dialogue, cooperation at the local and regional level isthe only way to
achieve tangible results contributing to a better coordination of efforts, in order to sustainably deal with
the ecological, socio-economic and cultural challenges specific to the Black Sea. Thisis proved by the
results of the European Union’s Black Sea Synergy, which to date have been very limited.

2- Therefore, it is essentia that in planning and implementing its strategy for the Black Sea, the
European Union duly involve al the regional and local actors of this area, in a spirit of partnership, and
that it strive for a better recognition of these actors by the nation states concerned.

3 To this end, the European Union, and more precisely the Commission, should reconsider the
operational rules of the Black Sea ENPI CBC Programme: at present these multiple constraints hamper
rather than facilitate the proper functioning of this programme, and do not make it an effective tool to
actually promote interregional cooperation in the Black Sea area. Regions must be involved when the
EU Regulations applicable to the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) are
drafted.

4- The rules of this programme must be simplified, so as also to accelerate the evaluation
procedure. The following proposals could assist in reducing the complexity of the administrative
processes:

a Creating asingle fund for the Black Sea ENPI CBC Programme for all the partners, including
Turkish Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (1PA) funds

b. Inviting the National Authoritiesto act as a communication platform between the Joint
Operationa Programme and potential partners, and provide assistance regarding ad hoc national legal
requirements

5- Furthermore, the geographical area covered by this programme should be extended to the
riparian regions of the Danube whose waters flow into the Black Sea and have a direct impact on the
quality of itswater . In this context, it isimperative to allocate sufficient funds to cover this wider area
and to seek synergy between the European Union’s Strategy for the Danube and its Strategy for the
Black Sea.

6- In view of the major strategic importance of the Black Seafor the continent of Europe, the
European Union cannot dispense with an appropriate policy. Besides its North-South and East-West
components, the future Neighbourhood Policy must absolutely continue to include an ad hoc Black Sea
component. The Union must move from a Synergy to atrue Strategy, endowed with its own ambitious



budget line, and redesign the Joint Operational Programme for the Black Sea as the major
implementation instrument of this Strategy.

We, representatives of the regions of the Black Sea, meeting on thisday, 6 April 2011, at Batumi, in the
Autonomous Republic of Ajara, Georgia, solemnly undertake to work together for the successful
development of interregional cooperation in the Black Sea area. Training and exchange being key
elements for the success of this cooperation, we welcome the initiative of the Assembly of European
Regions to create Training Academies available to civil servants and political decision-makers from our
regions. We shall actively support the founding of these academies and all other initiativesincluded in
the AER Strategy for the Black Sea, with the aim of contributing to sustainable development and to
dialogue in the Black Sea area.

| agree

Aram Kocharyan

Governor of Lori Region, AR




